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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Charleston, Illinois 
HARRY READ, Director of Information and Publications (217) 581-2820 
September 15, 1986 
Local/Area 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
CHARLESTON, IL--A grant of approximately $300,000 has been awarded to 
WEIU-TV, Eastern Illinois University's News Channel 51 television station. 
The grant is from the federally-funded Corporation for Public Broadcasting 
and is unrestricted, according to John Beabout, Director of the Radio-TV Center 
and General Manager of WEIU-FM and WEIU-TV. 
Beabout said the funds will be used to help defray the cost of satellite 
programming, general programming, staffing and equipment for the master control 
room. 
WEIU-TV met these requirements set by CPB: 
In its first year of operation the station must be on the air six days 
per week, seven days weekly during the second year, and must demonstrate that 
programs do not duplicate those of public broadcast stations; 
Five full-time and five full-time equivalent staff members; 
And, a $300,000 minimum operating budget. 
Following the station's mid-June application, CPB sent a representative 
in August to check the planned operations. A subsequent report recommended the 
grant, Beabout said. 
WEIU-TV is a non-commercial, educational station. Airing on July 1, it 
has a range of approximately 40 miles throughout a 10-county area. Programming 
is 16 hours daily. 
Exact amount of the grant is $299,255. In a letter to Beabout, David 
J. Brugger, Vice President for Telecommunications, CPB, wrote: 
"Your application for CPS-qualified status has been approved. I heartily 
congratulate you and your staff for achieving qualification." 
-30-
